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Deepwater Horizon Incident, Gulf of Mexico
Region 6 REOC Update

 
Subject:                      Region 6 Update # 108
                                    Deepwater Horizon Incident, Gulf of Mexico
Date:                           September 21, 2010
To:                              Incident Command
Thru:                          Planning Section
From:                         Situation Unit
Reporting Period:     September 14, 2010 1300 – September 21, 2010 1300

 

 
1. Background

Site Name: Deepwater Horizon Incident   FPN#: N10036
Mobilization Date: 4/27/2010   Start Date: 4/28/2010

 
2. Current Situation 
2.1  USCG Area Command Post (New Orleans, LA)

·         On 9/19, Bottom Kill pressure test concluded at 0550 hours.  USGC announced that the MC252 Macondo Well is “dead” as a
result of Bottom Kill success.
·         On 9/20, USCG Admiral Zukunft prioritized subsurface monitoring and seafood safety as a focus of the GC IMT following the
Bottom Kill Success.
·         On 9/14, EPA met with the Joint Information Committee (JIC) and USCG Government Affairs to initiate discussions regarding
potential NAACP visits to landfills.
·         On 9/14, EPA Offshore sampling participation aboard the Ocean Veritas vessel was completed.  NOAA scientists will continue in
a trustee role.
·         On 9/14, BP signed the Implementation Plan.  The Plan was transmitted to the White House.  The plan will be revised to address
subsequent comments.
·         On 9/14, EPA ERT personnel mobilized to the New Orleans UAC to lead the development of a Quality Assurance Project Plan
(QAPP) for the Implementation Plan.  On 9/15, EPA ERT began collecting quality documents in a central location for inclusion in the
QAPP.  On 9/20, EPA provided USCG with electronic versions of the QAPP documents for UC signature.
·         On 9/18 and 9/19, the Houma and Mobile ICPs were collapsed into the New Orleans GC IMT.  A total of 250 people were moved
to the New Orleans GC IMT.  On 9/20, EPA participated in the GC IMT kick-off Tactics meeting for the Operational Period from 9/22 to
9/29.  EPA assignments for next Operational Period will focus on demobilizing sampling and monitoring equipment and personnel and
continuing waste sampling and assessment activities.
·         From 9/14 to 9/16, EPA Toxicologists conducted a deep water chemistry data review for Operational Scientific Advisory Team
(OSAT).  Based on that review, the Toxicologists provided scientific justification and spatial-statistical support towards establishing a
more rigorous program for the Gulf of Mexico Shelf Sediment Sampling, as requested by NOAA leadership.
·         On 9/17, the EPA Toxicologists determined the dispersant screening levels for Removal Action consistent with EPA screening
levels developed by EPA Headquarters.  This effort was coordinated by EPA Region 6, EPA Region 4, ERT, and Headquarters OEM and
ORD.
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·         From 9/16 to 9/18, EPA participated in revising the Draft Data Summary report and assisted OSAT in publishing the new
Sediment Sampling Plan for the Gulf of Mexico shelf.  On 9/20, EPA participated, reviewed, commented, and concurred on three
recommendations to the SSC.  This work supports the OSAT function to advise command staff on modifications and adaptive changes to
the Implementation Plan.
·         During this reporting period, the EPA Vietnamese translator assisted the USCG Deputy of Acquisition with a radio interview by
Viet-Voice of America (VOA), attended a meeting in Washington D.C. with Asian-American Pacific Islanders (AAPI) community
leaders hosted by EPA and the White House Initiative on AAPI, and completed the Vietnamese translation of the BP document entitled
“Guidance for Web links to Seafood Safety Updated Information.”

2.2  Field Activities
Samples Collected: 

Type Chalmette Venice Grand
Isle

Special
Ops Waste Total for 9/14

– 9/21
Cumulative

Total

Water 0 15 0 17 0 32 1107

Sediment 0 6 0 8 0 14 294

Oil/Mousse 0 0 0 0 0 0 56

Waste 0 0 0 0 13 13 69

Summa
Canisters 2 1 1 0 0 4 1095

PQ200 Filters 0 0 0 0 0 0 887

PUF 2 1 1 0 0 4 242

 
Fixed Air Sampling Stations:  

ID Location City, State Equipment Type

C05 Fire Station No. 11 Hopedale, LA 1,2

GI08 Air Sampling House Grand Isle, LA 1,2

V03 Welding Supply Co Boothville, LA 1,2

 

 

 

 
Equipment used at Fixed Air Location:

Equipment Type Equipment Monitor/Sample Duration/Type

1 Summa Canister Sample VOCs 24 Hr/ Composite

2 High Volume PUF Sample SVOCs 24 Hr / Composite

 
Observed Issues:

·         On 9/18, the Air Operations Team completed all sampling activities.

 
Description of Field Operations:

·         Special (Western Louisiana Coast) Water Operations Team
o   On 9/14, the Special Water Operations Team collected 6 mid-column water samples and 3 toxicity sediment samples from
locations near the southern shoreline of Cameron Parish.
o   On 9/15, the Special Water Operations Team collected 4 mid-column water samples and 4 toxicity sediment samples from
locations in West Cote Blanche Bay and Atchafalaya Bay. 
o   On 9/16, the Special Water Operations Team collected 4 mid-column water samples and 1 toxicity sediment sample from
locations south of Caillou Bay and Lake Pelto in Terrebonne Parish.
o   On 9/17, the Special Operations collected 3 mid-column water samples from locations south of the East Timbalier Island
National Wildlife Refuge and southeast of Barataria Bay.  The team completed all assigned sampling activities.
o   The Special Water Operations Team did not observe oil or sheen during this reporting period.

 
·         Venice Water Operations Team

o   On 9/14, the Venice Water Operations Team collected 5 mid-column water samples, 3 toxicity sediment samples, and 4 water
samples for pesticide analysis from locations near Bastian Bay in Plaquemines Parish.
o   On 9/15, the Venice Water Operations Team did not conduct operations.
o   On 9/16, the Venice Water Operations Team collected 6 mid-column water samples and 3 toxicity sediment samples from



locations east of the Chandeleur Islands in Saint Bernard Parish.  The team completed all assigned sampling activities.
o   The Venice Water Operations Team did not observe oil or sheen during this reporting period.

 
·         Waste Sampling and Assessment Team

o   On 9/14, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team performed a site assessment at the BP Cocodrie Waste Staging Area.
o   On 9/15, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team performed a site assessment at the BP Tidewater Waste Staging Area.
o   On 9/16, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team collected 1 solid waste sample and 1 liquid waste sample from the BP
Lafitte Waste Staging Area.  The team also collected 1 solid waste sample and 1 liquid waste sample from the BP Slidell Midriver
Waste Staging Area.
o   On 9/17, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team collected 1 solid waste sample from the BP Hopedale Waste Staging Area.
o   On 9/18, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team collected 1 solid waste sample and 1 liquid waste sample from the BP
Grand Isle Waste Staging Area.
o   On 9/19, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team collected 1 solid waste sample and 1 liquid waste sample from the BP
Cocodrie Waste Staging Area.
o   On 9/20, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team collected 4 waste samples from the BP Fort Fouchon Waste Staging Area.
                                                                                      

2.4     Water Quality Protection Division Update
A Water Quality Protection Division Update was not provided for this reporting period.

 
3. EPA ASSETS
3.1 Current Assets Deployed

Activated in Dallas, TX
REOC activated
SRICT activated
RRT activated

Resources:

Personnel

Dallas,
TX

New
Orleans,
LA

Metairie,
LA

Harahan,
LA

Venice,
LA

Grand
Isle,
LA TOTALS

EPA        

  -   OSC 3 1  1   5

  -   RSC 3 2  1   6

  -   Other 7      7

START 5 2 5 4   16

TOTAL

18 5 5 6 0 0

34

 

 

 
                

Equipment

Dallas,
TX  

New
Orleans
LA

Metairie,
LA

Harahan,
LA

Venice,
LA

Grand
Isle,
LA TOTALS

Mobile
Office
Trailer    1  2 1 4
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